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 HATEVER HAPPENED
TO ERNIE GISH?

FEATURE 
ARTICLE

BY JOE PHANEUF
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Part-time þrewood guys are the scourge of 
the forest products industry. At best, nobody 
in the industry takes them seriously, primarily 
because their equipment spread usually 
consists of a pick-up truck, a couple of chain 

saws and perhaps a splitter. Because of this minimal investment 
(seen by some as a sign of minimal commitment), many simply 
give up when the going gets tough or something better comes 
along.
ñThe Northern Logger,  August 1985

Drive along the highways and byways of rural America these 
days and youõll þnd it an easy task to locate a multitude of 
independent þrewood dealers within a given area. Firewood 
processing has long been an acceptable part-time endeavor 
for many full-time loggers and productive sawmills. It offers 
a good opportunity to turn the lowest grade logs into real 
dollars, particularly these days when the price of heating 
fuel is high and the pulpwood markets are uncertain. The 

problem is and always has been that itõs not just loggers and 
sawmills that are into þrewood. With a minimal equipment 
investment, anybody and his brother can process and peddle 
þrewoodñand many do. 

Twenty years ago The Northern Logger presented a proþle 
of one of those part-time þrewood guys. Despite the tone 
of the articleõs opening paragraph, our proþle of Ernie Gish 
was pretty positive. Even with only a part-time commitment 
to his þrewood business, Gish demonstrated a great deal of 
sophistication and promise. At that time Gish was working 
a full-time day job as the sales manager for a machine shop. 
His þrewood operation employed six part-time people as 
they annually produced 1,000 cords of þrewood on evenings, 
weekends, and holidays. 

His equipment commitment included a pick-up, a couple of chain 
saws, a new Clark/Melroe Bobcat 843 loader, and a Prentek 
þrewood processor. The potential for growth should have been 

Plenty of low-grade wood ready for processing at  Gishõs Loggingõs þrewood operation.




